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Review on global burden of tuberculosis in 2019 — Global Tuberculosis Report
2020, WHO

Kim Jinsun, Shin JeeYeon, In HyeKyung, Shim Eunhye
Division of Tuberculosis Prevention and Control, Bureau of Infectious Disease Policy, Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA)

Tuberculosis (TB) is an infectious disease caused by the bacillus Mycobaterium tuberculosis. Worldwide, TBis one of the top ten
causes of death and the leading cause of death from a single infectious agent. The aim of this report was to review the World
Health Organization's (WHO) Global Tuberculosis Report 2020. According to the report, in 2019, an estimated ten million (130
per 100,000 population) people were infected with TB worldwide and TB caused 1.42 million (18 per 100,000 population)
deaths. The WHO's report presented data reported by 215 countries and territories. Among the 215 countries and territories,
the Republic of Korea ranked 87t in TB incidence and 102" in TB mortality. This marked the Republic of Korea as the OECD
country with the highest incidence (59 per 100,000 population) and the second-highest TB mortality rate (4.0 per 100,000
population). To accelerate the goal of ending TB by 2030, the WHO recommended intensifying multisectoral action on the
broader determinants of TB. Pursuant to the Republic of Korea's global commitment, the Korea Disease Control and Prevention
Agency (KDCA) implemented “the Second National TB Control Plan, 2018-2022" and adopted strengthening measures on TB

prevention and control.

Keywords: Tuberculosis, World Health Organization, Communicable disease surveillance, Incidence, Mortality
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Figure 1. Estimated TB incidence rates, 2019
*Source: Global Tuberculosis Report 2020, WHO
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Figure 2. Estimated TB mortality rates in HIV—negative people, 2019
*Source: Global Tuberculosis Report 2020, WHO
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Figure 3. Percentage of new TB cases with MDR/RR-TB'

"Percentages are based on the most recent data point for countries with representative data from 2005 to 2020. Model—based estimates for countries without
data are not shown. MDR—TB is a subset of RR—TB.

*Source: Global Tuberculosis Report 2020, WHO
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Table 1. Ranking of Global tuberculosis incidence and mortality, 2019

Unit: per 100,000 population

Rank Country Incidence Rank Country Mortality

Average 130 Average 18
1 Lesotho 654 1 Lesotho 224
2 South Africa 615 2 Central African Republic 158
3 Philippines 554 3 Guinea—Bissau 133
4 Central African Republic 540 4 Gabon 110
5 Gabon 521 5 Namibia 107
6 Democratic People's Republic of Korea 513 6 South Africa 99
7 Timor-Leste 498 7 Congo 92
8 Namibia 486 8 Timor-Leste 90
9 Marshall Islands 483 9 Zambia 86
10 Kiribati 436 10 Eswatini 84
87 Republic of Korea 59 102 Republic of Korea 4.0

*Source: Global Tuberculosis Report 2020, WHO
www.cdc.go.kr 3172
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Figure 4. Estimates of TB incidence (A), mortality (B) and MDR/RR—TB incidence (C) by OECD countries, 2019

*Source: Global Tuberculosis Report 2020, WHO
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Table 2. Estimates of TB incidence and mortality in Republic of Korea, 2015-2019

Unit: per 100,000 population

2015 79 -7 5.3 -3.6
2016 76 -3.8 5.2 -1.9
2017 70 -7.9 4.3 -17.3
2018 65 —7.1 4.2 2.3
2019 59 9.2 4.0 -4.8

T Change rate (%) was compared with previous year.
*Source: Global Tuberculosis Report 2020, WHO
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Figure 5. Estimates of treatment success rate for (A) new and relapse cases in 2018, (B) new and relapse cases in chil—
dren aged 0—14 years in 2018, and (C) MDR-TB cases in 2017

*Source: Global Tuberculosis Report 2020, WHO
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