🔊 HOW DO I SAFELY USE COVID-19 ANTIVIRAL PILLS?
Q&As on side effect reporting and the compensation scheme

[Instructions on Using Paxlovid for Patients and Caregivers]

Q1. What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking Paxlovid?
A1. ① Before you take Paxlovid, tell your healthcare provider if you:
☑ have any allergies
☑ have liver or kidney disease
☑ are pregnant or plan to become pregnant
☑ are breastfeeding a child
☑ have any serious illnesses
② Tell your healthcare provider about all medications you are taking.
③ Tell your healthcare provider if you are taking combined hormone contraceptives. You should use an alternative effective contraception method or an additional barrier contraception method if you have a chance of being pregnant. Consult your medical provider for contraceptive methods that suit your needs.

Q2. How do I take Paxlovid?
A2. Paxlovid consists of 2 medications, nirmatrelvir and ritonavir, which are co-packaged for oral use.
   - Take 2 pink tablets of nirmatrelvir with 1 white tablet of ritonavir by mouth 2 times each day (in the morning and in the evening) for 5 days. For each dose, take all 3 tablets at the same time.
- If you have kidney disease, talk to your healthcare provider. You may need a different dose.

Q3. What precautions should I take when taking Paxlovid?
A3. · Swallow the tablets whole. Do not chew, break, or crush the tablets.
· Take Paxlovid with or without food.
· Do not stop taking Paxlovid without talking to your healthcare provider, even if you feel better.
· If you miss a dose of Paxlovid within 8 hours of the time it is usually taken, take it as soon as you remember. If you miss a dose by more than 8 hours, skip the missed dose and take the next dose at your regular time. Do not take 2 doses of Paxlovid at the same time.
· If you are taking a ritonavir- or cobicistat-containing medicine to treat hepatitis C or Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), you should continue to take your medicine as prescribed by your healthcare provider.
· Talk to your healthcare provider if you do not feel better or if you feel worse after 5 days.

Q4. What if I am pregnant or breastfeeding?
A4. There is no experience treating pregnant women or breastfeeding mothers with Paxlovid. For a mother and unborn baby, the benefit of taking Paxlovid may be greater than the risk from the treatment. If you are pregnant, discuss your options and specific situation with your healthcare provider. It is recommended that you use effective barrier contraception or do not have sexual activity while taking Paxlovid. If you are breastfeeding, discuss your options and specific situation with your healthcare provider.

Q5. How should I store Paxlovid?
A5. Store Paxlovid tablets at room temperature, between 15°C to 30°C.

Q6. How can I learn more about COVID-19?
A6. ① Ask your healthcare provider.
② Visit the website of the Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA) at https://www.kdca.go.kr.

Q7. What should I do with any medication that is left over after I take a dose or when I stop taking the medication?
A7. In principle, there shouldn't be any leftover medication. If there is any medication left for reasons such as when you stop taking it due to an adverse event, you should make sure to dispose of it and must not keep it for later use.
   * (Illegal sale) Imprisonment with forced labor for up to 5 years or fines of up to KRW 50 million
   * (Mediation or advertisement of illegal sale) Imprisonment with forced labor for up to 1 year or fines of up to KRW 10 million



<Safe Use Instruction>
Q1. What are the precautions for taking Paxlovid?
A1. Read and adhere to the [Instructions for the use of Paxlovid for Patients and Caregivers] on the cover page before you take Paxlovid. Confirm what you need to tell your healthcare provider.

Q2. What are the potential adverse events?
A2. Common adverse events from clinical trials are mild symptoms including taste alteration, diarrhea, high blood pressure, and muscle pain.

Q3. What are the medications not allowed to be taken together with Paxlovid?
A3. Since Paxlovid may interact with other medications, be sure to tell your healthcare provider about all medications you are taking.
 - * If you are taking any over-the-counter drugs containing St. John's wort (see below Attachment), which is mainly used to relieve menopausal symptoms such as anxiety and depressive disorders, be sure to tell your healthcare provider about it.
   * Healthcare providers are already informed of the information on prescription drugs not allowed to be taken with Paxlovid through the Drug Utilization Review (DUR).
[Attachment] Over-the-counter drugs containing St. John’s wort
1. Noiromin Tab., Yuyu Pharma
2. Minetrol Tab., Dongkook Pharmaceutical
3. Misieop Tab. Gold, Jungwoo Pharmaceutical
4. Simmian Tab., HLB Pharmaceutical
5. Everqueen Tab., Taiguk Pharmaceutical
6. S-Mi Tab., Vivozon Pharmaceutical
7. Yes Q Tab., Theragen Etex
8. GYNO-PLUS Tab., Jin Yang Pharmaceutical
9. Feramine-Q Tab., Dongkook Pharmaceutical
10. Hyperin Tab., Dongsung Pharmaceutical
11. Myeongwon Tab., Han Kook Shin Yak Pharmaceutical
12. Sense Up Tab., I-World Pharm
13. Cimesin Plus Tab., Young Poong Pharmaceutical
14. Areum Tab., Mirae Pharm
15. Esmonplus Tab., Samik Pharmaceutical
16. Jeil Ceramin Q Tab., Pharvis Korea
17. Perici Tab., Seoul Pharmaceuticals
18. Femisense Tab., Kwangdong Pharmaceutical
19. Femiyoung Tab., Bukwang Pharmaceutical
20. Hera Q Tab., Suheung
21. Hepilion Tab., DongKoo Bio & Pharma
22. Femin-up Tab., Il-yang Pharm



[Adverse Event Reporting]
<How to Report adverse events>
Q1. What if adverse events are suspected after taking Paxlovid?
A1. Contact the healthcare provider who issued your prescription to discuss the suspected adverse events and whether to cancel or modify the prescription.
 - Report adverse events to the Korea Institute of Drug Safety and Risk Management (KIDS) or contact the KIDS at 1644-6223.
   * Helplines providing help with adverse events and reactions
☑ KIDS Online reporting : kaers.drugsafe.or.kr
☑ KIDS Call center :1644-6223
   * How to report adverse events and adverse events
① Access KIDS’s official website (kaers.drugsafe.or.kr)
② Click on the tab labeled “ for the general public”. 
③ Enter information for each item on the screen.
Q2. What are the informations to be provided to report adverse events?
A2. ☑ For patient : sex, age, name, etc.
      [Expressing your name in initials is also permitted (e.g.: Robin Hood → RH)]
☑ adverse events: symptoms and their descriptions (start date of symptoms, whether the symptoms are restored, etc.)
☑ Medication suspected: product name (Paxlovid), date of administration, etc.
☑ For the rerporting person : date of first symptom onset, name and contact information (phone number or email address), etc.
* Information on the reporting person is not disclosed.
