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Noncommunicable Disease (NCD) Statistics

1. Trends in prevalence of current smoking among Korean adolescents, 2007—
2019

@ The prevalence of current smoking among adolescents in Korea dropped 6.6 percentage point (%p), from 13.3% in 2007 to 6.7%
in 2019. The 2019 data indicated that the prevalence of current smoking was 2.4 folds higher among schoolboys (9.3%) than among

schoolgirl (3.8%) (Figure 1), and 31 folds higher among high school students (9.9%) than among middle school students (3.2%) (Figure 2).
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Figure 1. Trends in prevalence of current smoking among Figure 2. Trends in prevalence of current smoking among
adolescents by gender, 20072019 adolescents by school levels, 2007-2019

* Prevalence of current smoking: proportion of those who smoked 1 day or more for the past 30 days
% Surveyed population: middle school and high school students in Korea
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2. Trends in prevalence of current and excessive drinking among Korean
adolescents, 2007—-2019

@ The prevalence of current drinking among adolescents in South Korea decreased by 12.8%p from 27.8% in 2007 to 15.0% in 2019,
and the prevalence of excessive drinking among adolescents decreased by 5.0%p from 12.8% in 2007 to 7.8% in 2019. The 2019 data

indicated that out of 100 adolescents, 8 adolescents were found to be drinking excessively (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Trends in prevalence of current and excessive drinking among Korean adolescents, 2007—2019

* Prevalence of current drinking: proportion of people who drank 1 glass or more of alcohol for the recent 30 days

§ Prevalence of excessive drinking: proportion of people with excessive drinking (defined as 5 glasses or more of Soju for men, and 3 glass—
es or more of Soju for women) for the past 30 days

% Surveyed population: middle school and high school students in Korea

Source: The Korea Youth Risk Behavior Survey (KYRBS), http://yhs.cdc.go.kr/

*The Korea Youth Risk Behavior Survey is a national school—based survey to assess the prevalence of and monitor trends in health—risk
behaviors among Korean adolescents.

Reported by: Division of Chronic Disease Control, Korea Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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